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PARK RIDGE, NEW JERSEY 07656

Telephone  (201) 573-6000
Fax  (201) 391-6511

Dear Park Ridge Residents:

We have prepared the enclosed brochure to provide you with information regarding the HVAC referendum that is 
being proposed on March 13, 2018.

Over the past year, the High School steam heating system has required a large amount of repairs and maintenance.  
An example of the challenges faced by the district with the current system was recently demonstrated when 
a broken steam pipe resulted in the closure of the High School Licht Wing for two weeks.   After having our 
architects review the situation, it was determined that the most cost effective, long-term solution to the problem 
is to replace the current system with a new, more efficient hot water heating system.  This process will require the 
installation of all new infrastructure including unit ventilators, piping and boilers.  By doing this, the district will 
save money in the long term by significantly reducing maintenance and energy costs.

You will also notice that there is a second question to the referendum.  This project, which is only available if 
the first question is successful, is requesting approval to install new unit ventilators in all High School A-Wing 
classrooms, which will provide cooling to these spaces.  Presently, this wing houses the only classrooms in the 
entire district which are not air-conditioned.  The Board has found the need to provide this due to equity and the 
growing number of students with medical issues who require it. 

Both of these projects were submitted to the State for funding and a determination was made that both are eligible 
to receive Debt Service Aid.  This funding can only be obtained after passing a referendum.  The amount of this 
funding is significant, representing between 34%-40% of the total amount approved.  As a result, the Board has 
decided to ask the public to consider these items in an effort to help offset the costs of construction.

Should the items pass, the Board will fund the remaining portion of the project with Capital Reserve Funds.  As a 
result there will be NO TAX INCREASE.  Please use the enclosed Q&A and information to familiarize yourself 
with these projects.

Sincerely, 
Park Ridge Board of Education

SAVE THE DATE!
The Park Ridge Board of Education will hold an 

information meeting for the community on  
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the HS Little Theater.



HVAC Referendum
Park Ridge Board of Education

Park Ridge, NJ 07656

HVAC Referendum
March 13, 2018
1:00 - 8:00 p.m.

PROPOSALS

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  PROPOSAL #1  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Board of Education of the Borough of Park Ridge in the County of Bergen, New Jersey is authorized 
to undertake a school facilities project consisting of the conversion of steam heat to hot water heat in the 
older portion of the High School. The Board is authorized to expend up to $2,800,000 on such project and 
issue bonds for such project in an amount not to exceed $2,800,000. The State has agreed to provide debt 
service aid in the amount of 40% of the “final eligible costs” of the school facilities project. All of the 
costs of the project are “final eligible costs.”

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  PROPOSAL #2  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
IF AND ONLY IF PROPOSAL #1 IS APPROVED, the Board of Education of the Borough of Park 
Ridge in the County of Bergen, New Jersey is authorized to undertake a school facilities project consisting 
of the replacement of unit ventilators and the installation of air conditioning in A-Wing of the High School. 
The Board is authorized to expend up to $798,466 on such project and issue bonds for such project in an 
amount not to exceed $798,466. The State has agreed to provide debt service aid in the amount of 40% of 
the “final eligible costs” of the school facilities project. All of the costs of the project are “final eligible 
costs.”

EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS

PROPOSAL #1
The Board is seeking to undertake the conversion of steam heat to hot water heat in the older portion of the 
High School at a cost not to exceed $2,800,000 which will be funded through the issuance of a short term 
bond/note. 

PROPOSAL #2
The Board is seeking to undertake the replacement of unit ventilators and the installation of air 
conditioning in the A-Wing of the High School at a cost not to exceed $798,466 which will be funded 
through the issuance of a short term bond/note.

STATE FUNDING FOR PROPOSAL #1 AND PROPOSAL #2
The Board will receive State aid for each of the projects in Proposal #1 and Proposal #2 in the form of debt 
service aid anticipated to be in the amount of 34%-40% of total project costs. This State aid reduces the 
taxpayers’ share of each of the projects to between 60% and 66% of the total project cost. Such State 
funding will only be available if the respective proposals pass. The Board expects to fund its local share 
of debt service with monies that will be available in the Capital Reserve Fund so it is anticipated that no 
new tax dollars will be raised to pay for the projects.



Q&A on HVAC Referendum
Q1. What is included in this Referendum and how much will this project cost?

HS Heating Project (Convert from antiquated steam to efficient hot water heat in the original High 
School building on all three (3) floors; replace boiler, unit ventilators and all piping)
 60% - Local Funds  $1,680,000 (Existing Capital Reserve)
 40% - State Funds  $1,120,000 (Debt Service Aid)
 Total Cost  $2,800,000

HS Air-Conditioning Project (Replace unit ventilators and install air conditioning in the A-Wing of 
the High School)
 60% - Local Funds  $479,079 (Existing Capital Reserve)
 40% - State Funds  $319,387 (Debt Service Aid)
 Total Cost  $798,466

While the State has awarded aid to the projects in the amount of 40% of project costs, the State has, 
in the past few years, appropriated only 34% to school projects. To the extent that the State 
appropriates less than awarded 40%, the Board’s capital reserve contribution will increase 
accordingly.

Q2. Will approving this Referendum increase my taxes?
No. The Board expects to fund its local share with monies that are available in the Capital Reserve 
Fund, so it is anticipated that passing Proposals #1 & #2 will not result in raising additional tax 
dollars. In other words, no new tax dollars will be needed to pay for these projects.

Q3. If the Board has the money in Capital Reserve to pay for these projects,  
why are they holding a Referendum?
Paying for 100% of these projects out of Capital Reserve was considered by the Board, but when a 
subsidy from the State became available to fund up to 40% of these projects, the Board decided to 
move forward with a Referendum. It is important to note that the Board can only access the State 
funding by holding a Referendum. The total debt service aid up to 40% ($1,439,387 for Proposals 
#1 & 2) is only available to the district from the State if the Referendum passes.

Q4. Why are these projects necessary?
In 2009, a Referendum was passed that replaced all of the boilers in the District, except for the 
steam boiler in the original High School building. At that time, the system was still serviceable and 
the cost would have significantly increased the amount of that Referendum. Currently, the system 
has become problematic and the need for a more efficient system has become evident. Regarding 
the need to air-condition the HS A-Wing, the Board has been steadily air-conditioning classrooms 
throughout the District for a variety of reasons (instructional, health, air-quality etc.) As of today, 
all classrooms in the Elementary Schools are air-conditioned, along with the classrooms in the 
original building and Licht Wing of the High School. So for several reasons, including equality, the 
High School A-Wing is the final group of classrooms to be air-conditioned.

Q5. What is the timeline for this project?
Construction will begin in June 2018 and be completed during the 2019 – 2020 school year. The 
new heating system will be installed parallel to the current system. This will ensure that heat will 
always be available in the original building of the High School during the winter months.

Q6. Will there be any disruption in the buildings during construction?
Disruptions during the school day will be minimal. A majority of the construction will occur when 
school is closed (summer months, recesses, etc.) and in the evening.



PARK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
HVAC REFERENDUM

REFERENDUM VOTE:
TUESDAY, MARCH, 13, 2018
1:00 PM—8:00 PM

Remember.. 
You will be voting on: 

1.  Replacing the Steam heating system with a Hot Water heating system at the High School
2.  Air Conditioning in the High School A-Wing

Polling Locations: 
District I: Municipal Districts   I   &  IV        East Brook Multi-Purpose Room, Sibbald Drive 
District II: Municipal Districts  II   &   V        Mancinelli Community Center, Park Ridge Borough-Off Park Avenue 
District III:  Municipal Districts III  &  VI       West Ridge Multi-Purpose Room, South First Street 

VOTE – March 13, 2018
Polls are open from 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Park Ridge Board of Education
85 Pascack Road
Park Ridge, New Jersey 07656


	Blank Page
	Blank Page



